Heavy metals contamination in aquatic ecosystems has been a major concern, however, no information is available about the concentrations, depth distributions and ecological risks of heavy metals in sediments cores from microtidal lagoonal ecosystem in Lagos, Nigeria. Four sediment cores were collected using a 50 cm × 3.5 cm Wildco® hand corer. Elemental determinations were carried out using the Microwave Plasma Atomic Emission Spectrometry (4200 MP-AES) after extraction. The concentrations of heavy metals in the sediment cores indicated enhanced degree of contamination influenced by anthropogenic discharges especially industrial effluents. Vertical depth distributions indicated varied depositional periods largely controlled by increasing anthropogenic land-based activities. The remarkable metal pollution of core sediments raises the concern potential sources of metals to the lagoonal ecosystem and ecological risks to the biota, humans, and the environment. The results of elemental concentrations should be considered as baseline data for heavy metals in sediments in the region.
Data
The sampling locations were chosen from the microtidal Lagos lagoon, Nigeria, Gulf of Guinea ( Fig. 1) . Tables 1-8 is representing the concentration (mg/kg) and percentage relative standard deviation of heavy metals in core sediments of the lagoonal estuarine ecosystem. Table 9 indicates the computed degree of contamination using hazard quotient and modified hazard quotient.
Experimental design, materials and methods
A total of one hundred (100) core sediment samples were collected using a 50 cm×3.5 cm Wildco® hand corer, and stored in labelled plastic Ziploc bags and kept at 4°C prior to transportation to the laboratory. Samples were collected from four locations and each sampling location was geo-referenced using a handheld Garmin GPS. The sediment sub-samples were recovered at every 2 cm interval of the core. Samples were kept frozen until analyzed. The samples were oven-dried at 50°C and 0.5 g of air-dried sediment samples were accurately weighed and passed through 2 mm sieve. Wet digestion procedure using acid mixture of HClO 4 /HNO 3 /H 2 SO 4 was used for total digestion of sediment samples before elemental analysis using Agilent 4200 Microwave Plasma Atomic Emission Spectrometry (MP-AES). All elemental determinations were carried out in triplicate and averaged with measurement errors o 5%. The accuracy and precision of each batch of analytical procedure were routinely evaluated using certified standard reference material and standard spiked samples. The accepted recoveries ranged from 75% to 108%. The estimation of the degree of heavy metal contamination was assessed using pollution indexes including hazard quotient (HQ) [1, 2] , modified hazard quotient (mHQ) [1, 3] . The sediment quality guidelines adopted for calculating the HQ and mHQ were the threshold effects level (TEL), probable effect level (PEL), and severity effect level (SEL), [4, 5] , with classifications as proposed by Feng et al. [6] . The classification of the degree of sediment contamination by trace metals was done as proposed by Benson et al. [3] . 
